
24/03/2018
NAMRIA-UNGEGN international 

toponymy course, Manila 2018
1

Toponymy course –

NAMES POSITIONING

Ferjan Ormeling



What functions does map/chart lettering have?

1. to address/label

2. reference

3. to indicate the extent of the named objects

4. to indicate the (relative) importance of the 
named objects,

5. to provide help in finding named objects, by 
indicating the nature of the object
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 The name of the water course is not written 

within its contours, but outside next and 

poarallel to it, so as not to obstruct the 

contours and buoys within it.

24/03/2018
NAMRIA-UNGEGN international 

toponymy course, Manila 2018
15



24/03/2018
NAMRIA-UNGEGN international 

toponymy course, Manila 2018
16

Extra bold

bold

Semi bold

normal

light

Extra light

wide
roman italic

conden

sed

Conden

sed 

italics

Extra 

conden-

sed



24/03/2018
NAMRIA-UNGEGN international 

toponymy course, Manila 2018
17

Sierra 

Leone

Cabo de Sao Roque

Rio de Janeiro
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Differentiation between upright land and sloping water names
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